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This article examines the important role of literature in teaching English as a 

foreign language. The place of literature in teaching English shows that 

language learning is not limited to grammatical rules alone, but is also rich in 

cultural context and emotional aspects. Literature, reflecting the living and 

dynamic side of language, provides learners with rich material for developing 

language skills, especially in terms of intercultural dialogue and empathy. 

Works written in different periods reflect different cultures and life experiences, 

increasing the social awareness of language learners. Thus, the role of literature 

in teaching English is to make learning richer and deeper by covering not only 

the technical aspects of language proficiency, but also their cultural, vulnerable 

and creative aspects. This helps language learners to form a complex worldview 

and become more open to different cultures. The article examines the role of 

literature in cultural context, its impact on the development of language and 

critical thinking skills. 

Keywords: Literature, 

Teaching English 

Authentic materials 

Task-based approach 

EFL 

ESL 

 

 

MƏDƏNİYYƏTLƏRARASI KÖRPÜ: İNGİLİS DİLİNİN TƏDRİSİNDƏ ƏDƏBİYYATIN ROLU 

XÜLASƏ 

Bu məqalə, ingilis dilinin xarici dil kimi tədrisində ədəbiyyatın əhəmiyyətli rolunu araşdırır. Ədəbiyyatın ingilis 

dilinin tədrisindəki yeri, dil öyrənmənin yalnız qrammatik qaydalarla məhdudlaşmadığını, eyni zamanda mədəni 

kontekst və emosional baxımdan zəngin olduğunu göstərir. Ədəbiyyat, dilin canlı və dinamik tərəfini əks etdirərək, 

öyrənənlərə dil bacarıqlarını inkişaf etdirmək üçün zəngin material təqdim edir, xüsusilə də mədəniyyətlərarası dialoq 

və empatiyanın inkişafı baxımından geniş bir perspektiv təqdim edir. Müxtəlif dövrlərdə yazılmış əsərlər, fərqli mədə-

niyyətləri və yaşam təcrübələrini əks etdirərək, dil öyrənən şəxslərin sosial şüurunu artırır. Nəticə etibarilə, ədəbiyyatın 

ingilis dilinin tədrisindəki rolu, yalnız dil bacarıqlarının texniki tərəflərini deyil, həm də mədəni və emosional aspektlə-

rini əhatə edərək öyrənməni daha zəngin və dərin etməkdən ibarətdir. Bu, dil öyrənənlərin kompleks bir dünya görüşü 

formalaşdırmalarına və müxtəlif mədəniyyətlərə daha açıq olmalarına kömək edir. Məqalədə ədəbiyyatın mədəni 

kontekstdə rolu, dil və tənqidi düşüncə bacarıqlarının inkişafına təsiri araşdırılmışdır.  

Açar sözlər: Ədəbiyyat, ingilis dilinin tədrisi, orijinal materiallar, tapşırıq əsaslı yanaşma, ingilis dili xarici/ ikinci 

dil kimi 

СОЕДИНЕНИЕ КУЛЬТУР: РОЛЬ ЛИТЕРАТУРЫ В ПРЕПОДАВАНИИ АНГЛИЙСКОГО ЯЗЫКА 

РЕЗЮМЕ 

В этой статье рассматривается важная роль литературы в преподавании английского как иностранного 

языка. Место литературы в преподавании английского языка показывает, что изучение языка не ограничи-

вается только грамматическими правилами, но также богато культурным контекстом и эмоциональными 

аспектами. Литература, отражающая живую и динамичную сторону языка, предоставляет учащимся богатый 

материал для развития языковых навыков, особенно с точки зрения межкультурного диалога и эмпатии. 

Произведения, написанные в разные периоды, отражают разные культуры и жизненный опыт, повышая 

социальную осведомленность изучающих язык.Следовательно, роль литературы в обучении английскому 
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языку состоит в том, чтобы сделать обучение богаче и глубже, охватывая не только технические аспекты 

языковых навыков, но и их культурные, эмоциональные и творческие аспекты. Это помогает изучающим язык 

сформировать сложное мировоззрение и стать более открытыми для разных культур.В статье рассматривается 

роль литературы в культурном контексте, ее влияние на развитие речи и навыков критического мышления. 

Ключевые слова: Литература, oбучение английскому языку, аутентичные материалы, задачный метод 

обучения, английский как иностранный/второй язык 

 

Introduction 

English is distinguished by its importance in the fields of global communication, economics, 

science and culture. It is studied as a second language in many countries of the world and is 

considered the main language of communication in the international world. It allows people to 

get acquainted with different cultures, make new friendships and increase job opportunities. At 

the same time, English plays an important role in academic and professional fields. Many 

scientific journals, books and research are published in English, which helps those who know it 

to have easier access to new knowledge. Leading technology and business companies in the 

world operate in English, so mastering this language is key to success in the business world. 

Thus, learning English is an important step for personal and professional development.  

Literature provides a form of expression for human experiences, sentiments, and thoughts, 

which is why it is so important. First, literature unites people and builds bridges between 

different cultures. Through a variety of genres and styles, readers are exposed to different 

perspectives and life experiences, which increases empathy and understanding. Secondly, 

literary texts are indispensable in the development of language skills. They provide rich 

materials for developing reading, writing, listening and speaking competence. Simultaneously, 

literature encourages objective assessment, analytical skills and creativity. By discussing literary 

works, students learn to express their own opinions and understand the perspectives of others. 

Properly, literature is not only entertainment, but also an important part of human development. 

Through literature, learners learn new words and master grammatical rules and gain a deeper 

perception of different cultures and perspectives. In this context, studying the role of literature is 

an important issue in terms of the effectiveness of modern language teaching. 

The main purpose of this study is to investigate the impact of literature on language 

learning, cultural awareness, and the development of critical appreciation skills. The different 

perspectives that literature offers increase readers’ ability to understand the thoughts of others 

and to empathize. Literature is a rich source for developing various aspects of language – core 

language competencies. 

The importance of literature and literary texts in English language teaching has been 

explored by a number of scholars. Collie and Slater (1987) emphasize the positive effects of 

literature on language learning, especially in terms of expanding learners’ language knowledge 

and increasing their cultural understanding. They argue that literature provides opportunities 

for contextual learning and this develops learners’ ability to think independently. Lazar (1993) 

discusses the use of literature in language teaching at length and notes that discussing literary 

texts enhances language learners’ analytical thinking and creativity. He also emphasizes the 

impact of literature on social issues, stating that it increases readers’ empathy and social 

awareness. Carter and Long (1991) provide practical strategies for the role of literature in 

language learning, suggesting that literature should focus not only on grammatical aspects of 
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language but also on the cultural and social context. They note that literature is an enjoyable and 

motivating part of language learning. Ghosn (2002) emphasizes the importance of literature in 

EFL (English as a Foreign Language) environments, stating that literature deepens the language 

learning process and helps to understand different perspectives. He also notes that literature 

creates intercultural dialogue among learners. Meyer (2010) examines the impact of literature on 

language learning, revealing that literature, apart from being a tool for enhancing language pro-

ficiency, also cultivates logical thinking and independent learning skills. The research of these 

scholars proves that the role of literature in language teaching is not limited to enhancing langua-

ge proficiency, but also serves to develop culture, critical judgment, and social understanding. 

Study 

The role of literature in English language teaching is a global and relevant topic, as it 

emphasizes that language learning involves grammatical and lexical knowledge as well as other 

important factors. “Literature helps us understand the cultural and emotional context of 

language” (7, p. 34).Students learn about different cultures, ways of thinking, and worldviews 

through literature.In addition, literature develops students’ analytical skills.“Language learning 

is closely linked to the development of critical thinking” (12, p.78). Literary texts enhance 

students’ ability to think deeply and engage in discussion.At the same time, literature has a 

global impact; the English language is further spread around the world through literature. 

English literature acts as a bridge between different cultures. Students have the opportunity to 

understand and approach global issues through literature.Moreover, literature helps students 

develop empathy and heartwarming intelligence.“The experiences of different characters 

provide students with a broader perspective” (9, p.114).This increases their social awareness and 

makes them more sensitive to the problems of society.Consequently, the role of literature in 

English language teaching is not limited to improving language skills, but also ensures the 

intellectual, responsive and cultural development of students.For this reason, the integration of 

literature remains a modern and relevant approach in learning English.  

The purpose of examining the impact of literature on English language learning, culture, 

and analytical thinking skills is to ensure that language learning occurs in a broader and deeper 

context.Davis (4, p.45) states that “literature enriches students’ use of language and expands their 

vocabulary.”This improves language learners’ communication skills.Williams (13, p.67) notes 

that “literature helps to understand the depths of culture and strengthens students’ sense of 

empathy.” This allows students to better understand other cultures.  

The advancement of analytical thinking skills is also an important aspect of literature.Jones 

(8, p.12) emphasizes that “literature helps readers analyze and evaluate different perspectives”. 

This makes it easier for students to formulate and express their ideas more clearly. Davis (4, p. 

50) adds that “literature enhances readers’ critical thinking skills through the diverse characters 

and their dilemmas.” 

Literature also develops students’ creative capability. Williams (13, p.72) says that “literature 

encourages readers to express their ideas in more creative ways”. This makes the language 

learning process more interesting and dynamic.Literature is a tool for learning language and a 

partner in thought and culture.Jones (8, p. 15) emphasizes that “literature brings together the 

emotional and intellectual aspects of language”. Thus, the impact of literature on language 

learning, culture, and analytical thinking strength offers a broad perspective. 
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The impact of literature on English language learning is evident in several key areas.First of 

all, literature plays a significant role in the development of linguistic competence.“Through 

literature, students can more effectively develop their reading, writing, listening, and speaking 

skills” (1, p.45).Different genres of literature increase students’ reading experience, expand their 

vocabulary, and help them better understand grammatical structures.The role of literature is also 

important in the expansion of writing accomplishments.As students read works of literature, 

they become familiar with different writing styles and techniques.“Writing style and style can be 

developed through the study of literature” (9, p.112).Listening skills are also developed through 

discussions of literature and audiobooks, which allow students to learn how to use language in 

real contexts.Contextual learning is an important area influenced by literature as well. Literature 

helps students gain a deeper understanding by showing them how language is used in 

context.Analyzing a variety of literary texts allows students to realize the social and cultural 

context of language.This increases their sense of empathy and helps them perceive different 

perspectives.Through literature, students develop language intelligence, also learn about cultural 

values and human relationships.“Explored literature provides a platform for understanding the 

depth and richness of language” (12, p. 88).  

Culture is a complex system that reflects the values, belief systems, traditions, and behaviors 

of a society.Literature is a reflection of culture and helps to understand the history, language, 

and social structures of a society. Literature is a medium through which people share their 

experiences, feelings, and thoughts in a cultural context. This highlights the importance of 

literature in the formation and dissemination of culture.The role of literature in a cultural context 

is also principal in terms of bringing different cultures together and expanding understanding. 

Various literary works reflect the values that shape people’s thinking and behaviors.“As culture 

is learned through literature, empathy and understanding between individuals increase” (7, p. 

56).The topic of heritage and modernity is also valuable in terms of the importance of literature 

in language teaching.Heritage literature allows us to learn about the roots, traditions, and values 

of a society.“Heritage literature is a major resource that helps us understand cultural roots in the 

language learning process” (12, p. 78).This allows students to understand the historical context of 

the language and how it has developed over time.All together, contemporary literature reflects 

the problems and current issues of the present. Contemporary literature allows students to think 

about the challenges and values of the present.This helps them to apply their language 

knowledge in a modern context. Respectively, literature creates a connection between heritage 

and modernity. Students can apply this knowledge in the context of the present while learning 

about the culture of the past.  

Comprehensive analytical skills are the ability of people to analyze, evaluate information, 

and make independent decisions.Literature plays a leading role in the growth of these 

skills.“Literature encourages readers to think analytically and make deep analyses” (6, p. 

45).Analyzing various literary works allows students to recognize topics more deeply and 

evaluate them from different perspectives.Literature’s promotion of analytical thinking and 

creativity also brings out the creative potential of students.Students develop their creative skills 

by expressing their ideas in various literary genres.“Creative writing expands students’ thinking 

and teaches them different ways of expression” (12, p. 89).This increases their ability to generate 

new ideas and approach different topics.Understanding different perspectives is another 

important aspect of critical thinking.Literature develops empathy by presenting readers with 

diverse perspectives on non-identical characters and events.Empathy is formed when literature 
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helps us understand people’s feelings and experiences.This gives students the ability to listen to 

and acknowledge the opinions of others.Social awareness is another influential aspect of 

literature.Students become more sensitive to the problems of society by learning about social 

issues and ethical dilemmas through literature.“Literature allows us to discuss issues such as 

social justice and human rights” (7, p. 67).This increases students’ evaluative thinking skills and 

inspires them to become active and thoughtful citizens. 

The practical applications of literature in English language teaching play an important role 

in developing students’ language skills and increasing their cultural understanding.The use of 

literature in textbooks is important in structuring language learning.“Including literature in 

textbooks shows students how language is used in different contexts” (1, p. 52).This helps 

students to increase their vocabulary and understand the grammatical structures of the 

language.Literary works in textbooks are a convenient resource for developing students’ reading 

and writing skills.“Reading activities should be carried out through the knowledge gained from 

literary works” (12, p. 90). 

Literary works can be used in English language teaching through many methods. Through 

the discussion method, students can analyze the behavior of characters while discussing “To Kill 

a Mockingbird”. “Discussions allow students to understand the text more deeply” (2, p. 32). 

They can write analytical essays about “Pride and Prejudice”. “Written analysis helps students 

understand the text more deeply” (10, p. 48). Acting out selected scenes from Shakespeare’s 

“Macbeth” can ensure active student participation. “Role-playing allows students to connect 

emotionally with the characters” (5, p. 12). Students can explore social themes in “The Great 

Gatsby” in groups. “Group work makes the learning process more dynamic” (11, p. 25). They 

may learn to write their own stories inspired by “The Catcher in the Rye”. “Creative writing 

allows learners to express themselves freely in literary language” (3, p. 20). They can consider 

contemporary issues by analyzing the themes discussed in the novel “The Road”. “Thematic 

analysis broadens the scope of students’ thinking” (10, p. 46). They can express their feelings by 

exploring enthusiastic situations in “The Alchemist”. “Emotional connections deepen the 

learning process” (5 p. 11). They learn about Nigerian culture through “Things Fall Apart”. 

“Literary works promote intercultural dialogue” (2, p. 34). They can express their thoughts by 

preparing presentations about the novel “1984”. “Presentations enhance students’ language 

skills” (11, p. 23). Visualizing scenes from “The Hobbit” develops students’ imagination. 

“Visualization makes the learning process fun” (3, p. 18). Students expand their understanding 

through interactive games while studying “The Little Prince.” “Interactive activities increase 

learner engagement” (5, p. 14). They can explore social justice issues by discussing “The Hate U 

Give.” “Social issues develop students’ sense of empathy” (11, p. 28). They present their research 

by exploring different aspects of “Frankenstein”. “Individual research strengthens students’ 

independent thinking skills” (10, p. 50). Learning new words in literary texts increases students’ 

vocabulary. “New vocabulary is the foundation of language learning” (2, p. 30). They can 

express the themes of “The Picture of Dorian Gray” through art. “Art enriches the learning 

process” (5, p. 13). Students can develop language skills by translating literary texts. “Translation 

deepens language knowledge” (2, p. 31). These methods help to effectively apply literary works 

in English language teaching.  

Teaching different types of literature (poetry, prose, drama) allows students to learn 

different writing styles.Poetry is an excellent tool for learning the rhythm and melody of 
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language.“Poetry helps students understand the aesthetic beauty of language” (9, p. 114).This 

allows students to understand the emotional charge of words.Prose is important for developing 

students’ storytelling skills.“Prose allows students to analyze the course of events and follow the 

development of characters” (6, p. 47).This increases their creativity and strengthens their ability 

to express their ideas.Drama is useful for learning dialogue and performance. Drama develops 

students’ speaking and listening skills, showing how language is used in real life.This 

strengthens students’ presentation and discussion skills.As a result, practical applications of 

literature provide students with ample opportunities to develop their language skills, increase 

their cultural understanding, and strengthen their critical thinking abilities. 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

Literature plays an essential role in English language teaching. It is not only a tool for 

developing language proficiency, but also important in developing cultural understanding, 

creativity and strategic thinking skills. Literature is a central part of language learning because it 

provides a living expression of the language. Through literature, along with learning the 

structures of the language, students also begin to understand the depth of the culture.  

In conclusion, literature brings together different aspects of English language teaching. It 

develops students’ analytical thinking, creativity, and a sense of empathy. Different types of 

literature broaden students’ worldview by offering them different perspectives. This increases 

their social awareness and helps them become more sensitive to the problems of society.  

Future research directions should focus on exploring how literature can be integrated with 

new methods. Combining modern technologies, such as multimedia and interactive resources, 

with literature can make the learning process more engaging. Integrating literature with new 

methods can make language learning more dynamic and effective. This will increase students’ 

motivation and provide them with a broader learning experience.  

The role of literature in English language teaching is not limited to improving language 

skills, but also serves the intellectual and cultural development of students. This process 

encourages students to become active, thoughtful and creative citizens. Thus, the role of 

literature goes beyond language learning, contributing to the understanding of culture and 

humanity.  
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